Unique Factors Affecting the Management and Prevention of Caries in the Childhood Cancer Survivor.
Childhood cancer survivors are at high risk for a myriad of complications secondary to oncologic treatment regimens. Caries is one of the major sequela of oncologic treatment that place the childhood cancer survivor at risk for complications in adulthood. Dental caries can be prevented with optimum dental care, early identification, and patient education. A barrier to their prevention is the lack of routine dental care received by this population. Health care providers are in a prime position to remedy this problem through their frequent contact with the childhood cancer survivor during sick and well-child office visits. The purpose of this article is to convey information and tools related to dental caries in the pediatric cancer survivor younger than 18 years to enhance primary care providers', acute care pediatric nurse practitioners', and oncology providers' knowledge of risk stratification, early identification, and treatment regimens for caries in the childhood cancer survivor.